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ROMNEY AWARDS $1.175 MILLION FOR SENIOR SUPPORTIVE LIVING  
Funds will transform former hospital in Ayer into 73 affordable assisted living units 

 
 
Governor Mitt Romney today awarded more than $1,175,000 in state financial resources to help expand 

and transform a vacant hospital in Ayer into a 73-unit assisted-living facility serving low- and moderate-

income seniors.   

 

“It is important that we focus our state’s resources on both housing and services for seniors, as they so 

richly deserve to age comfortably and with dignity,” said Romney. “Thanks to projects such as this, the 

Commonwealth is able to continue to help serve its elder population by offering quality service-enriched 

affordable housing opportunities.”  

 

Volunteers of America—Massachusetts, a non-profit human services organization based in Jamaica Plain 

will develop the affordable assisted-living facility at the former Ayer Community Memorial Hospital. The 

Ayer Assisted Living Facility will provide 73 studio and one-bedroom units for seniors. Residents will 

receive three meals a day, as well as personal care assistance and around-the-clock nursing coverage.  

 

Forty-three of Ayer Assisted Living’s units will be restricted to seniors with incomes at or below 60% of 

the area median income. The remaining 30 apartments will be priced to be affordable to individuals 

earning at or below 80% of the area median.  

 

The development is located in a residential neighborhood, convenient to downtown shopping, an MBTA 

commuter train station, police and fire stations, and houses of worship. 
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Of today’s award, $500,000 comes from the Housing Innovations Fund (HIF) administered by the state 

Department of Housing and Community Development (DHCD).  The bond-funded HIF program is 

designed to produce alternate forms of housing for low-income people and families.  Reducing 

homelessness for a wide variety of populations is a priority of the program as projects typically involve a 

supportive services component.   

 

The remaining $675,004 is from the state’s Affordable Housing Trust Fund (AHTF). Trust fund awards 

are targeted for projects that create or preserve housing throughout the state for households that do not 

exceed 110 percent of the area median income as defined by HUD. DHCD oversees the trust program, and 

funds are administered by the quasi-public agency, MassHousing.  Since fiscal year 2001, nearly $53.3 

million has been awarded from the fund to create or preserve over 4,176 housing units, more than 3,380 of 

which are affordable to low- and moderate-income residents. Another $10 million has been awarded to 

modernize a number of state owned public housing developments across Massachusetts.   

 

“I am very pleased that the state could contribute its financial resources to this very important project," 

said Jane Wallis Gumble, Director of the state Department of Housing and Community Development. 

“Providing safe, decent, affordable housing options for our state’s seniors is a priority of DHCD’s, as well 

as the Commonwealth’s. 

 

"Because of the Affordable Housing Trust Fund, a long vacant building in Ayer will soon be able to begin 

a new life providing housing options to those low-income seniors who need some form daily supportive 

services, but not the full range of assistance provided by a nursing home," said MassHousing Executive 

Director Thomas R. Gleason.  "MassHousing is please to be working with DHCD to ensure the Affordable 

Housing Trust Fund awards make a difference, and the Ayer Assisted Living project is a great example of 

that."    
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